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Chapter 15
Recreation

' —
IS SRV

Base onastatewide survey in which California boaters were asked which waterways they used
tof nearly 300 different waterways, the Delta was identified as one of the most popular
“bpating destinations in the state, exceeded in popularity only by the Pacific Ocean, San Francisco
Bay,'and the Colorado River. In addition, among the 10 regions the state delineated for the survey,
the 3 regions that include portions of the Delta (San Francisco Bay, Sacramento River Basin, and
Central Valley) accounted for nearly half of the registered boats in the state (California Department
of Boating and Waterways 2002).

Recreation users in the Delta often participate in multiple activities; although boating and fishing are
the most popular, participants in these activities also take part in wildlife viewing, sightseeing,

Bay Delta Conservation Plan Administrative Draft November 2011
EIR/EIS 15-1 ICF 00674.11

ED_000733_DD_NSF_00001826-00001



O 0 QN U1 o W N e

10

11
12
13
14
15

16

17
18
19
20
21
22

36
37
38

39
40
41
42

California Department of Water Resources Recreation

walking, picnicking, and camping (California Department of Parks and Recreation 1997),
contributing to overlap in activity participation by visitors. There is also overlap because many
activities, such as hunting, fishing, wildlife viewing, and sightseeing, can be both water- and land-
based. This overlap creates an interconnected web of users and activities and leads to an
appreciation and enjoyment of the Delta for the variety of recreation opportunities available on each
trip.

This section provides a description of the recreational activities and facilities in the statutot
as well as a discussion of Delta recreation users and estimates of participation in Delta re
activities.

Water-Based Recreation Activities

The Delta is a major destination for water-based recreationists because o \
variety and abundance of fish; large maze of navigable waterways; and favorabl wate‘r”levels during
summer, when most regional reservoirs experience substantial drawdown.Popular activities in the

Boating

Most recreational boating use is by small (under

1en §"”beoating use in the Delta. Common
loxi g the maze of Delta channels), waterskiing,
P ,ortumtles for these activities can be found

ingon Wmd water temperature channel width,

nto and San Joaquin Rivers, with windsurfing and kiteboarding most common on
iver from Rio Vista to Sherman [sland, and on the San Joaquin River from Twitchell
o Little Sherman Island (California Department of Boating and Waterways 2003). Sailing

s are conducted more widely on the main rivers. Additionally, many sailboats in the Delta
motorized and can use other waterways with sufficient depth. Canoeing and kayaking are
popular in the eastern Delta where participants can find tranquil, isolated waterways that provide
shelter from strong winds and abundant wildlife-viewing opportunities.

Optimum wind conditions occur during the summer for sailing, windsurfing, and kiteboarding,
making summer weekends and holidays the peak use times. Paddle boaters prefer spring and fall
because of the lower air temperatures, fewer conflicts with other boaters, and more wildlife-viewing
opportunities (California Department of Boating and Waterways 2003).
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1 Boat Fishing
2 Boat fishing is a popular activity in the Delta. Game fish found in the Delta include catfish, sturgeon,
3 steelhead, striped bass, largemouth (black) bass, American shad, Chinook salmon, crappie, and
4 bluegill (California Department of Parks and Recreation 1997). Boat fishing is a year-round activity
5 in the Delta, with peak-use seasons varying by species, species abundance, and angling regulations.
6 Striped bass are prevalent in spring, sturgeon between winter and spring, salmon in late’summer
7 through fall, and black bass between fall and spring (California Department of Boating and
8 Waterways 2003; SacDelta.com 2009a). The Delta is one of the most productive trophy bass
9 fisheries in the nation, and numerous bass tournaments are held in the Delta throughao ~
10 including several corporate-sponsored tournaments (California Department of Fishiand
11 2007). Fishing is an important economic driver in the Delta and supports co ic
12 charter boat opportunities.
13 Boat Hunting
14 Hunting has long been a recreational activity in the Delta, with wa vl hu tlng bemg the primary
15 type. Hunting by boat (typically used as a floating blind) is p he larger flooded islands, such
16 as Franks Tract and Sherman Island, because hunters seek op '
17 where waterfowl congregate (California Departmept of Boa
18 duck stamps to hunt waterfowl are required by t i
19 and U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS). DFG mar n California, including the public
20 hunting programs at Sherman Island and other i dhfe areas. The California Department of
21 Parks and Recreation (DPR) allows hunting at:F ; designated as Franks Tract State
22 Recreation Area. Boat hunting is also al it Bi Break which is managed by the East Bay
23 Regional Park District (EBRPD) (Delta ( ymmission 1997). Late fall is the designated
24 waterfowl hunting season, witl tai:tlng and ending dates varying each year by species and by
25 hunting method.
26 Other Boating-Related Activities
27 Boaters also participatein other related activities, such as boat camping (typically in houseboats or
28 other large boats with sl”éeping accommodations), swimming, wildlife viewing, and sightseeing as
29 secondary activi
30 rs and Fishing Guides

;‘ci':é{'l tours and guides operate throughout the Delta and provide fishing and
unities. Several operations offer guided fishing and charter opportunities
putthe Delta. Boat tours include cruises, private charters,and ecotours througheight
different outfitters, several of which operate year-round (California Delta 2009a).

35 1 and-Based Recreation Activities

36 Laﬁd—based activities are also popular in the Delta and include hunting, shoreline fishing, wildlife
37 viewing, camping, picnicking, hiking and walking on trails, sightseeing, and visiting historic sites.
38 Hunting

39 Many private duck clubs, primarily in Yolo County, along with several gate wildlife areas and one
40 federal wildlife refuge, provide hunting opportunities in the Delta. Generally, hunting on land is for
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1 waterfowl and pheasant; hunting for rabbit, dove, and quail is also allowed at several of the state
2 wildlife areas. A tule elk hunt is conducted at Grizzly Island Wildlife Area in Suisun Marsh. Hunting
3 blinds are provided at Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area and Stone Lakes National Wildlife Refuge (NWR).
4 The designated hunting season for waterfowl is generally October through December; for pheasant,
5 the season is generally November through December, with starting and ending days varying each
6 year by species and by hunting method (California Department of Fish and Game 2009a; California
7 Fish and Game Commission 2009; California Department of Fish and Game 2009b). Licenses nd
8 duck or upland game stamps are required. DFG administers the Delta Island Hunting Program,
9 late-season hunt for pheasants and waterfowl on State-owned lands on Twitchelliand ¢
10 Islands. Hunting days, which typically are Wednesdays and Saturdays, totaled 13 days in ;
11 including two junior hunt days and one women's hunt day (California Departn ;
12 2009c¢).
13 Shoreline Fishing
14
15
16
17
18 Parks and Recreation 1997). Bank fishing is a year-
19 species. Other species, like crawfish and frogs, can als be ta by hand, line, or trap with a valid
20 fishing license. -
21 Wildlife Viewing/Botanical Viewing/Natur ag(aph}i?:
22 Opportunities for birding and othér iné,yas well as nature photography, are widespread
23 throughout the Delta; however, only a fewilocations provide facilities for wildlife viewing. Generally,
24 most wildlife viewing is informal or is secondary during another activity (e.g., fishing, boating). The
25 Delta is a critical stopover for mig: ds, which can be viewed and photographed at the Yolo
26 Bypass Wildlife Area, Stone Lakes NWR, Cosumnes River Preserve, and Woodbridge Ecological
27 Reserve, among other lggations. Wildlife viewing and nature photography opportunities are
28 available yeat#ro the Delta, although opportunities to see and photograph particular
29 migratory vary and generallyoccur in fall and spring. The arrival of overwintering
30 .
31 ours are held each year while the birds are present. Botanical viewing

vailable in spring at the Jepson Prairie Reserve, where several hundred plant

37 Several locations in the Delta provide camping opportunities, including both tent and recreational

38 vehicle (RV) camping sites. Generally, most camping opportunities are at large public parks and

39 private resorts and marinas. Some private resorts and marinas provide opportunities for tenants

40 and guests only, not the general public. Camping opportunities for the general public, such as tent,

41 RV, and group camping, are available at only a few public parks. One park, Brannan Island State

42 Recreation Area, provides boat-in camping, where a boat berth is accompanied by a land campsite.
Bay Delta Conservation Plan Administrative Draft November 2011
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1 Camping is associated with general public recreational use of the Delta, particularly boating and
2 fishing, and therefore peaks during summer.
3 Picnicking
4 The generally fair weather, potential for viewing wildlife, and scenic vistas make the Delta a popular
5 setting for picnicking. Many public day-use areas and marinas provide picnic sites throughout the
6 Delta. Some areas also offer group picnicking opportunities. Picnicking use is often combined w1th
7 boating, fishing, swimming, and wildlife viewing because of the location of many picnic si
8 Delta along the water’s edge. Picnicking, as well as boating and fishing, is tied to.generg
9 of the Delta and is higher in summer.
10 Hiking/Walking/Biking
11 Hiking, walking, and biking trail opportunities are fairly limited in the Deli onlyia few widely
12 scattered trails available for hiking/walking, and only a few trails availa he shoreline in the
13 / Marsh Creek Trail
14 is accessible from the Big Break Regional Shoreline in Oakley
15 walkways or footpaths however these are not considered “ p
16 ss for the Great California
17 1d trails planned along the
18 Sacramento Rlver in Yolo and Sacramento Counties| enf future trails in and around the Delta
19 and along shorelines in several counties (Delta | . Comimission 2009). This includes the
20 Mokelumne Coast to Crest Trail, which is anti pass through the Delta (Mokelumne Coast to
21 Crest Trail 2009). Trail use in the Deltao
22 Sightseeing
23
24
25 Chambers and Visitor’s Bureau website(California Delta 2009b) generally lead visitors past historic
26 51tes sloughs, rivers, marmas resorts ferrles and brldges inall major areas of the Delta. These

further in 'C'”fyhapter 17, VisualResources.

37 The Delta has a long and varied history of human use and, therefore, has many historic sites, several

38 of which are associated with legacy towns, such as Isleton, Locke, and Walnut Grove. (The term

39 “legacy town” is applied generally to several small, historic towns along the Sacramento River in the

40 Delta that were originally established as riverboat ports.) Self-guided walks, available in both Locke

41 and Walnut Grove, take visitors past old sites and buildings, including residences, a market,

42 gambling museum, blacksmith shop, butcher shop, and bank. Visitors can stop at historic sites in the
Bay Delta Conservation Plan Administrative Draft November 2011
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Delta year-round. DPR and the Sacramento Housing and Redevelopment Agency have restored a
former Chinese immigrant boarding house in Locke to preserve its history (Reyman Construction
2009). The project also includes a visitor’s center and interpretative exhibits within the boarding
house (California Department of Parks and Recreation 2007a).

Water- and Land-Based Activity Participation

In 1996, DPR surveyed boat owners and licensed anglers who used the Delta that year (Céﬁn‘fﬂ(nia

fishing. (The first two of those activities can be pursued from a boat or land b
“nonboating” activities.) The survey of anglers indicated that nearly 90% fish

lta Boating Needs
jted, like the earlier DPR

icipation rates among small- and large-boat
tion activities.

Activity Large-Boat Owners? (%)

Cruising 82
Fishing 57
Sightseeing 65
Camping 13
Picnicking 25
Swimming 68
Skung/Wakeba rdmg 17

45

' :~Deﬁ§irtment of Boating and Waterways 2003.
: defined as boats less than 26 feet long; data representthe level of participation
yat owners’ Delta boating trips {all past trips).

oats were defined as boats 26 feet long or larger; data represent the level of participation
during large-boat owners’ most recent Delta boating trip.

Recreational Facilities in the Delta

Numerous recreational facilities throughout the Delta support participation in the wide variety of
activities available. The following sections describe public recreation areas/facilities and privately
owned recreational facilities for each Delta county. A summary of the public and private recreational
facilities in each county is presented in Table 15-2. Additional details on the privately owned
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1 facilities, including name, type of facility, and amenities provided, are presented in Appendix 154,
2 Boat Traffic Study Memorandum.
3 Table 15-2. Summary of Public and Private Delta Recreational Facilities by County
Recreation Facility  Alameda Contra Costa  Sacramento  SanJoaquin Solano Yolo
Marinas? 1 47 31 31 3 s
Fishing Access 0 9 7 6 0
Hunting Areas 0 7 3 4 3
Public Boat Rampsb 0 3 5 5 20
Trail Access 0 2 3 2
Camping Areasb 0 0 5 2
Windsurf Access 0 0 5 0

Sources: Delta Protection Commission 1997, 2006.
2 For the purposes of this summary, yacht clubs and sailing clubs are i

b Some marinas also have a public-use ramp and/or recreatiof
for a fee; those facilities are not included in the tallies of public

mpingareas available
tand-alone camping

areas.
4
5 Alameda County
6 Only the northeastern corner of Alameda Cou :
7 Forebay. Delta waterways in the county in lude shortisegment of Old River and an adjacent dead-
8 end slough, where a single private mari
9 Public Facilities/Areas
10 There are no public facilities/areas i ameda County portion of the Delta.
11 Private Facilities ’,
12 One private marinia.it the Alameda County portion of the Delta provides dry storage facilities and a
13 ure 1521 and Appendix 15A, Table 15A-1).

14

, ,tyk';i%flcludes the southwestern Delta, bounded by the San Joaquin River on the
r on the east. Major cities include Pittsburg and Antioch on the San Joaquin River

tra:Costa County portion of the Delta contains numerous public and private recreational

19 s, including more than 40 marinas and yacht clubs, the largest of which provides several
20 ,

21 area a focus for Delta boating activity. Figure 15-1 illustrates the locations of these recreational
22 facilities.
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1 Public Facilities/Areas

Antioch Dunes National Wildlife Refuge

Established in 1980, the Antioch Dunes NWR was the first refuge in the country to be established to
protect endangered plants and insects. The refuge was closed to the public in 1986 to protect the
refuge’s endangered species and their habitats. The refuge is fenced, and public use is limited to
monthly docent-led tours and educational tours given to groups upon request (U.S. Fish an
Service 2001; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 2009).

NOoOy s N

8 Antioch Marina and Barbara Price Marina Park
9 The City of Antioch owns and manages a large marina on the San Joaquin Rive
10 3.25 miles west of the SR 160 Antioch Bridge. The 12.8-acre marina provides

11

12

13 both powerboats and sallboats (Clty of Antioch 2009a). Ad]acent tg

14 Marina Park, a city neighborhood park. The 7-acre park hast

15 exercise course, a tot lot, and shoreline fishing access (City of;

16 Antioch Municipal Boat Ramp

17

18

19

20

21

22 ;

23 (East Bay Regional Park District 2009a; East Bay Regional Park District 2004).

24 Big Break Regional Shoreiine

25 and 1 ages Blg Break Regional Shoreline—1,648 acres along the San Joaquin River in
26 rnia ‘State Coastal Conservancy 2007). Since adopting the Big Break

27 se Plan in 2001, EBRPD has been developing portions of the site in phases,
28 a parking lot, an access road, restrooms, and a fishing and observation pier

.EBRPD has de51gnated two Recreatlon Umts on the site (totalmg 12 acres of

34 ‘bﬁrg; EBRPD; Pacific Gas and Electric Company; and the Sierra Club, among others (Delta
35 Science Center 2009b).

36 Big Break Regional Trail

37 EBRPD is developing the Big Break Regional Trail. More than 1 mile of the trail has been completed

38 and connects the Marsh Creek Trail in the east to a residential neighborhood in Oakley. The open

39 portion of the trail runs just south of Big Break Regional Shoreline and has a rest stop. The proposed
Bay Delta Conservation Plan Administrative Draft November 2011
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trail extension continues to the west for approximately 1 mile, beyond Big Break Regional Shoreline
and within 0.5 mile of the Delta Science Center at Big Break (East Bay Regional Park District 2009b).

Browns Island Regional Preserve

Browns [sland lies at the confluence of the Sacramento and San Joaquin Rivers, north of the city of
Pittsburg. The 595-acre island is owned and managed by EBRPD. There are no recreational facilities
on the island, and access is arranged by appointment only (East Bay Regional Park District2009c).

Clifton Court Forebay

Clifton Court Forebay is located at the SWP Harvey O. Banks Pumping Plant and is
California Department of Water Resources (DWR). Boating, camping, and swf’;
at the forebay. However, bank fishing is popular at the southern end where ve
permitted. Hunting is allowed on Wednesdays, Saturdays, and Sundays du
for waterfowl (California Department of Fish and Game 2008a). There a
at the forebay. -

Franks Tract State Recreation Area

Franks Tract State Recreation Area, just north of Bet
Tract and Little Franks Tract. No recreational facilil

es two flooded islands, Franks
Recreation Area, and both
portunities in the State Recreation Area

f the open water) (California Department
of Parks and Recreation 2009b).

Jersey Island

Fishing, hiking, and pheasant h by the Ironhouse Sanitary District (ISD) on its
Jersey Island property, although users must obtain a Jersey Island Public Use Pass (and parking pass
if needed) from ISD. Fishing is availab] r-round, and hiking is available year-round except

during pheasant hunting season. A short trail, the Halsey Trail, is on the north side of the island from
the ferry landing west along the San Joaquin River (Ironhouse Sanitary District 2009).

of Big Break south to Creekside Park in Brentwood. The paved, multiuse trail is
s exist to extend the trail to 14 miles, connecting the Delta to Morgan Territory

eRhode Island Wildlife Area consists of a 67-acre island located in Old River between Holland
Tract and Bacon Island. It provides habitat for rivers otters, beavers, muskrats, and birds such as
ducks, herons, and egrets, among others. The wildlife area is accessible only by boat and provides
opportunities for fishing, wildlife viewing, and waterfowl hunting (California Department of Fish
and Game 2009d; California Department of Fish and Game 2008a). Though the public can access this
area, no facilities are provided.
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1 Riverview Park
2 The City of Pittsburg provides waterfront access to the Sacramento River at the 4-acre Riverview
3 Park (City of Pittsburg 2004). The park provides opportunities for picnicking and shoreline fishing
4 and has footpaths and several picnic sites.
5 Private Facilities
6 There are 41 marinas, four yacht clubs, one duck club, one hunting club, and one fishing acc
7 in Contra Costa County. All the marinas have boat berths for long-term storage There at
8
9 than 200 berths). About one- thlrd (15) of the marinas provide a hunch ramp;
10 provide campsites. Six marinas also offer waste pump-out facilities and four p
11
12
13
14
15 Steamboat Slough on the
16 xtends across the northern,
17 central, and western portions of the Delta. This ar
18 Sacramento River: Courtland, Hood, Isleton, Locke,
19 '
20
21 commonly referred to as the “Delta Loo
22 berths. The county is also home to/one ¢
23 Recreation Area. For location
24 Figure 15-2.
25 Public Facilities/Areas
26 Brannan Island State eéréation Area
27
28
29
30 )
31 Area include camping, picnicking, boating, fishing, and swimming. State Recreation

ude a six- lane boat ramp, VlSltOI‘ center group picnic area, day-use area, swim

of nearby Delta waterways in thespring and fall (California Department of Parks and

36 ation 2009d; California Department of Parks and Recreation 2009e). Across from the main
37 area of the State Recreation Area, on the western side of SR 160, are additional State Recreation
38 Area day-use facilities and windsurfing access at Windy Cove. (California Department of Parks and
39 Recreation 2008a).
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1 Cliffhouse and Georgiana Slough Fishing Access
2 These small shoreline fishing access sites are provided by Sacramento County. Cliffhouse Fishing
3 Access offers parking, picnic sites, and shoreline access to the Sacramento River. This site is popular
4 for fishing and clamming and is also used for windsurfing access (SacramentoRiver.org2009a).
5 Georgiana Slough Fishing Access provides picnic sites and shoreline access to Georgiana Slough and
6 is also used for hand launching small boats (SacramentoRiver.org 2009b). 2
7 Cosumnes River Preserve
8 The 45,859-acre Cosumnes River Preserve consists of lands owned by the U.S. Bureau'of Lal
9 Management (BLM), DFG, DWR, Ducks Unlimited, Sacramento County, State L.
10 The Nature Conservancy (the largest landholder), as well as lands held in con
11 (Cosumnes River Preserve 2008). The preserve was created to restore an
12 River and the surrounding landscapes including the Valley oak riparian fo
13
14
15
16
17
18 and a picnic area. The VlSltOI‘ center provides infort
19 highlights areas not open to the public (Cosumne, :
20 can access the 3-mile Cosumnes River Walk Tra

habitats, and the 1- mile Lost Slough Wetland

7 Bend Park

37 The City of Sacramento manages the 24-acre Garcia Bend Park on the Sacramento River. Facilities
38 include a boat ramp with trailer parking and a courtesy dock, three soccer fields, two tennis courts,
39 three picnic sites, a tot lot, and four senior and disabled fitness equipment stations (City of
40 Sacramento 20093; City of Sacramento 2009b).
Bay Delta Conservation Plan Administrative Draft November 2011
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Hogback Island Access

Hogback Island Access is a Sacramento County park that provides boating, fishing, and picnicking
opportunities along Steamboat Slough near the small town of Ryde. Facilities include a picnic area
and lagoon with a dock and boat launch (Sacramento County Regional Parks 2009).

Isleton and Walnut Grove Public Docks

The towns of [sleton and Walnut Grove both provide public docks along the Sacramento Rive for
boaters to temporarily tie up while visiting the towns.

Lower Sherman Island Wildlife Area

A 3,115-acre marshland in the Lower Sherman Island Wildlife Area lies at the¢ uence ~oyf%the
Sacramento and San Joaquin Rivers, accessible only by boat (California De
Game 2009e). The primary recreational activities at the wildlife area ar
although other recreation activities include wildlife viewing, photog
nonpowered boating. Waterfowl hunting is the primary hunting a

for coot, moorhen pheasant dove, and rabbit also is permitte

in the wildlife area; hunting
ia Department of Fish and
wn for striped bass,

2 2007). There are no
recreational fac1ht1es

Sherman Island Public Access Facility

nento River is managed by Sacramento
icking, windsurfing, kiteboarding, boating, and

opportunities are available. RV and
and Game 2007).

outhand wheelchair-dependent visitors. Two units in the refuge are open two
for public use, during Wthh VlSltOI‘S can take a 3- mlle round trip self—gulded

or festival event, several school field trips, and docent-led hikes. There is no public fishing
m at the refuge (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 2007a; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 2007b).

Private Facilities

Private facilities in Sacramento County include 31 marinas, 3 camping areas, and 1 boat ramp. All of
the marinas have boat berths for longterm storage. The marinas include 12 small marinas (fewer
than 50 berths), 14 are medium size (50 to 200 berths), and 5 are large (more than 200 berths).
Sixteen of the marinas provide campsites, and many provide picnicking opportunities (13), a launch
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1 ramp (12}, and waste pump-out facilities (10). A few of the marinas provide fishing access (4) or a
2 fishing pier (3). One marina also provides cabins. The camping facilities collectively offer fishing
3 access, guest docks, a ramp, a pump-out facility, a beach, and picnicking opportunities. The private
4 boat ramp also provides an area for dry storage. Appendix15A, Table 15A-1 summarizes the
5 recreational facilities for both public and private use in Sacramento County.
6 San Joaquin County
7 San Joaquin County encompasses a large area of the eastern and southern Delta, east of the
8 Mokelumne and Old Rivers. The county includes the cities of Lathrop, Stockton, and Tracy
9 margins of the Delta and the San Joaquin River as it crosses this part of the De’lta.' )
10 recreational facilities are scattered on various waterways throughout the cout
11 than 30 marinas and yacht clubs, most of the facilities are in or near Stockton."Thelargestmarinas
12 contain more than 700 berths. There are also several private clubs locate elislands in the
13 vicinity of Stockton, and several public launch ramps in Stockton and on
14 south. Figure 15-3 presents the locations of these facilities. _
15 Public Facilities/Areas
16 Buckley Cove Park and Louis Park
17 The City of Stockton manages Buckley Cove and Lot 5:03 and 74 acres, respectively. Both
18
19 Water Ship Channel, and Louis Park provides bt .the Smith Canal. Buckley Cove Park also
20 has a few picnic sites and a tot lot. Louis Park ths; picnic sites, including two group picnic
21 areas; and facilities for tennis, softball, baseb. n,ﬁhandball (City of Stockton 2009a; City of
22 Stockton 2009b). i
23 Calaveras River Bike Path
24 The 7.43-mile Calaveras River Bike
25 Stockton (City of Stockton 2009¢).
26 ’
27
28 day-use opportunities are available, with facilities that include 26 RV campsites
29 wers, a boat ramp, a picnic area, and a children’s play area. Tent camping is also

Park and Legion (American) Park

Park, on Fourteenmile Slough, and Legion Park, on Smith Canal, are both City of Stockton local

34 and at least one multiuse sports facility. Grupe Park also provides a group picnic area and facilities
35 for tennis, softball, baseball, and handball (City of Stockton 2009a).
36 Mcleod Park, Weber Point Park, and North and South Seawalls
37 The contiguous McLeod Park, Weber Point Park, and the North and South Seawalls cover a total of
38 about 16 acres at the terminus of the Stockton Channel and are managed by the City of Stockton. The
39 parks have been featured in the ongoing renovation of the downtown Stockton waterfront and
Bay Delta Conservation Plan Administrative Draft November 2011
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1 provide paved promenades along the water. Weber Point Park is the centerpiece and provides an
2 outdoor event center where concerts and festivals are held (City of Stockton 2009a; City of Stockton
3 2010a; City of Stockton 2010b).
4 Morelli Park
5 The City of Stockton’s Morelli Park, on the Stockton Channel, includes a four-lane boat launch and
6 other new amenities. Dry stack boat storage is planned (City of Stockton 2009d).
7 Mossdale Crossing Regional Park
8 San Joaquin County manages Mossdale Crossing Regional Park on the San Joaquin River
9 Lathrop. The park provides a boat ramp, fishing opportunities, five picnic sites 1€
10 (San Joaquin County 2009b).
11 Westgate Landing Regional Park
12 San Joaquin County manages the 15-acre Westgate LandingiRegio :
13 The park provides camping, fishing, picnicking, and boating opportu ltles t has 14 campsites (RV
14 and tent, but no hookups), 1 fishing pier, 9 picnic 51teskand ilable for overnight
15 docking (San Joaquin County 2009¢).
16 White Slough Wildlife Area
17 White Slough Wildlife Area consists of 880 acres of designed ditches, canals, marshes, grasslands,
18 riparian habitat, and nine ponds that were cr d during the construction of Interstate 5 (I-5). The
19 wildlife area, west of Lodi and north of Stockt €
20 wildlife viewing. Hunting opportiini
21 specifically for pheasant, quail,

22

23 Woodbridge Ecological Reserve

Woodbrldge Ecologlcal Reserve also known as the Isenberg Sandhlll Crane Reserve consists of two

orthern parcel, where a parkmg lot, restroom, and crane viewing blind
e northern parcel can be visited only on these tours. Crane tours generally are

hree weekends of each month from October to February (California Department
009g).

Private Facilities

32 wenty-one private marinas, nine yacht clubs, three duck clubs, and one sailing club are located in
33 n'Joaquin County. Twenty of the marinas provide boat berths for long-term storage. The marinas
34 include seven small (fewer than 50 berths), nine medium (50 to 200 berths), and five large (more
35 than 200 berths). Over half of the marinas provide a launch ramp (13) and waste pump-out facilities
36 (11), and many also provide campsites (9) and picnicking opportunities (7). Five of the marinas in
37 San Joaquin County also provide houseboatrentals. One marina provides dry storage and fuel

38 facilities. The sailing club and two of the yacht clubs provide boat berthing facilities. The other seven
39 yacht clubs and all three duck clubs do not provide any amenities.
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Appendix 15A, Table 15A-1 summarizes the recreational facilities for public and private use in San
Joaquin County.

Solano County

Solano County encompasses a portion of the northwestern Delta, west of the Sacramento River, and
includes the Cache and Lindsey Slough complex north of Rio Vista. The City of Rio Vista on,

with boat launching facilities and a large private marina in the Rio Vlsta area proyide ri
access to the Delta. Locations of the facilities described for Solano County are show i

The 116,000-acre Suisun Marsh is east of Interstate 680 (I-680), south of SR 1,\
Grizzly Bay, and west of the statutory Delta. The marsh provides natural w,
habitat for hundreds of species and is located along the Pacific Flyway; t
outstanding place for bird watching, wildlife viewing, and waterfow

Wo puhhc Wlldhfe areas, one
dugk clubs. Unlike the Delta,
veloped facilities are at the
-locations of the facilities

Rush Ranch Open Space Area and the Grizzly [sland’
described for the Suisun Marsh area, see Figure 1

The total estimated annual recreation use of Sui
which is attributed to waterfowl hunting at the .
nplex hosts 7,000-8,000 waterfowl hunters

re than 1,000 pheasant hunters; and fewer
rof the Complex has estimated more than 45,000
user-days of ﬁshmg activity in {
user-days of recreational activi
viewing and dog training, nearly all

re attr uted to nonhunting and fishing activities such as wildlife
h occur in the wildlife area (Delta Vision 2007).

Public Facilities/Areas

Hill Slough Wildlifs
The 1,723-a 1 Sloug! Wildlife Area is just south of SR 12 along Grizzly Island Road (California

35

36
37
38
39
40
41

Peytonia Slough Ecological Reserve

South of SR 12 and west of the Hill Slough Wildlife Area is the Peytonia Slough Ecological Reserve
(California Department of Fish and Game 2008b). The reserve can be accessed only by boat from
Suisun Slough; the nearestpubliclaunchis the Suisun City Boat Ramp. Fishing (including fishing
from boats), wildlife viewing, and hiking are permitted activities. Restrooms facilities and graveled
foot trails are provided. (California Department of Fish and Game 2010c; California Department of
Fish and Game 2010d).
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1 Rush Ranch Open Space
2 Rush Ranch is located 2 miles south of SR 12 on Grizzly Island Road. This 2,070-acre marsh and
3 grassland area on the northeastern side of Suisun Marsh provides opportunities for recreation and
4 education for thousands of visitors each year (Solano Land Trust 2010a). Recreation opportunities
5 include hiking, wildlife viewing, and bird watching; educational opportunities include visiting the
6 nature center, the Kit House museum, and visitor center. Visitors can also participate in ane of the
7 monthly events held at the site, which include volunteer improvement day, blacksmith
8 demonstrations, horse-drawn wagon rides, and interpretive walks (Solano Land Trust 20:10a;
9 Solano Land Trust 2010b; Rush Ranch Educational Council 2010). Facilities at the rane
10 three self-guided trails, a nature center, and a museum and visitor center. Facilitie avall :
11 at the ranch include a meeting room, picnic/barbeque area, and a fully furnish
12 quarters (Solano Land Trust 2010b). "
13 Grizzly Islond Wildlife Area
14 The 15,300-acre Grizzly Island Wildlife Area is a complex of:10 di
15
16 0
17 Wildlife Area and Peytonia Slough Ecological Reserw
18 2009h). The largest unit is the Grizzly Island Unit
19 and receives much of the hunting use.
20
21
22
23 ) Department of Fish and Game 2010e; California
24 Department of Fish and Game , epartment of Fish and Game 2010g; California
25 Department of Fish and Game zzly Island Unit has a 7.5-mile self-guided tour along
26 Grizzly Island Road with stops at th arking areas that provide access to the many levee trails
27 in the unit (California Department of Fish and Game 2010e; California Department of Fish and Game
28 2010g). Fishing i is allowed at the Grizzly Island Unit, [sland Slough Unit, and Belden’s Landing, which

29 is located notth ¢ Island Slough Unit on Montezuma Slough and includesa boat launch fac1l1ty

37 houn Cut Ecological Reserve, on the far western edge of the Delta, provides fishing and waterfowl

38 hunting. Access to the reserve is by boat only via Lindsey Slough to Calhoun Cut Slough (California

39 Department of Fish and Game 2009i). There are no recreational facilities in the reserve.

40 Decker Island Wildlife Area

41 The 35-acre Decker Island Wildlife Area, south of Rio Vista, constitutes the northernmost end of

42 Decker Island along the Sacramento River. The wildlife area is accessible only by boat and provides
Bay Delta Conservation Plan Administrative Draft November 2011
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opportunities for wildlife viewing and hunting (as regulated by DFG) (California Department of Fish
and Game 2009j; California Department of Fish and Game 2008a). No recreational facilities are
provided in the wildlife area.

Jepson Prairie Preserve

At the far western edge of the Delta, native bunchgrass prairie and vernal pools are protegted in the

facilities are in the preserve (University of Cahforma Davis 2009).

Miner Slough Wildlife Area

wildlife area is accessible only by boat and includes excelle
shorebirds, waterfowl, raptors, and beavers. Bird watching, w
allowed. Hunting for waterfowl is allowed during open seas
the wildlife area (California Department of Fish an¢ '

Private Facilities

Private facilities in Solano County are two ma ]
marinas have boat berths for long—term 5

pheasant and chukar partrldge"
offers camping and fishing.

Suisun Marshhas historicallybeen a pyopular duck hunting location; around 1880, the first private
duck clubs were tgbli@hed in the marsh, and by 1930, the primary use of Suisun Marsh was

waterfowl hunti
be a majoru
These clubs

or waterfowl habitat; the wetlands are flooded to coincide with waterfowl
epartment of Water Resources 2010a; California Department of Water

lo County encompasses much of the northern Delta west of the Sacramento River. The
Sacramento River Deep Water Ship Channel crosses from north to south through this portion of the
county, and the Yolo Bypass occupies the area west of the ship channel. Water-based recreational
facilities of the type found throughout most of the other Delta counties are relatively few. The most
numerous facilities are private duck hunting clubs in the vicinity of the Yolo Bypass. Locations of the
facilities described for Yolo County are shown in Figure 15-6.
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1 Public Facilities/Areas
2 Clarksburg Fishing Access
3 Clarksburg Fishing Access, owned and managed by Yolo County, provides a boat ramp, parking, and
4 bank access for boating, waterskiing, and fishing activities. The facility occupies a 3.9-acre shelf of
5 land inside the Sacramento River levee (Yolo County 2009a). '
6 Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area
7 The Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area, owned and managed by Yolo County, is in the northwester:
8 along the Sacramento River Deep Water Ship Channel. (A small portion of the wildlife ar
9 Interstate 80 (I-80) is outside the statutory Delta.) It is a major public waterfo p asa
10 hunting area, with several duck blinds and parking areas. Fishing occurs prim: tthe East Toe
11 Drain and along Putah Creek. The wildlife area also provides wildlife viewing'and photography
12 opportunities. There is an automobile tour route for viewing, and the 16 miles oftrails in the wildlife
13 area can be used for viewing and walking/hiking. The Yolo Basin Founda tlonggnd’ucts many
14 educational and interpretive programs in the wildlife area, i ding the Discover the Flyway school
15 program, Marsh Madness Youth Days, tours of the wildlife a open house, bat tours,
16 and the California Duck Days wetland festival (California Department of Fish and Game 2008c).
17 Fremont Weir Wildlife Area
18 The Yolo Bypass constitutes a floodway for the,
19 The water spills over at the Fremont Weir into;
20 Wildlife Area. Although no facilities are in,
21
22
23
24 Sacramento Bypass Wildlife Area
25 The Sacramento Bypass'Wildlife Area is an element of the Yolo Bypass just north of [-80. The 360-
26 acre wildlife are ovides valuable cover and feeding grounds for wildlife, particularly during late
27
28 ’ )
29 fe area include waterfowl, pheasant, and Mourning Dove. No recreation facilities

ared (California Department of Fish and Game 20101).

the marinas and yacht clubs have boat berths for long-term storage. One of the marinas
les a launch ramp, and one offers camping and picnicking opportunities. The yacht club has

35 waste pump-out facilities. Two of the marinas/yacht clubs are small (fewer than 50 berths) and the

36 remaining three are medium (50-200 berths).

37 Recreation Users in the Delta

38 Most recreationists who use the Delta live close to the Delta region. The Delta Boating Needs

39 Assessment (California Department of Boating and Waterways 2003) found that 75% of surveyed
Bay Delta Conservation Plan Administrative Draft November 2011
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1 boat owners who recently boated in the Delta live within 75 miles of the Delta. This area is referred
2 to as the Primary Market Area and consists of 13 counties: Alameda, Calaveras, Contra Costa, Marin,
3 Napa, Sacramento, San Francisco, San Joaquin, San Mateo, Santa Clara, Santa Cruz, Solano, and
4 Stanislaus. The next largest source of boaters who use the Delta is referred to as the Secondary
5 Market Area and represents an additional 10% of Delta boaters. The Secondary Market Area consists
6 of the following 14 counties: Amador, Colusa, El Dorado, Lake, Mariposa, Mendocino, Merced,
7 Monterey, Placer, San Benito, Sonoma, Sutter, Tuolumne, and Yolo (California Departmenf‘:
8 and Waterways 2003).
9
10
11
12
13 and other recreation skills as well as environmental education.
14 Recreation Participation
15 The two dominant recreation uses in the Delta have historically
16
17
18 = ist:6.4 million visitor-days (Table 15-
19 1 hoating, with 16% attributed to fishing.
20 ; :
21 the remaining 10% of total recreation use in 1
22 the development of these estimates but rath
23
24 Table 15-3. Estimates of Boating, Fishing, and Day Use in the Delta
Activity Visitor-Day? Use Estimate (1997)
Boating ' 4.71 Million
Fishing (from shore and by boat) 1.00 Million
Day Useb B 0.66 Million

6.37 Million

urs or more than one visitor recreating for shorter periods.
»all nonboating or fishing activities.

29 year 2000. The survey data also were used to estimate peak-day visitation in 2000 of approximately

30 25,000 visitors. Peak-day activity for small boats was estimated to be approximately 7,800 trips and

31 for large boats approximately 600 trips.

32 Hunting was described above as a seasonally popular activity in the Delta. Most public hunting use

33 in the statutory Delta occurs at the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area, with more than 6,000 people

34 participating in the 2008-2009 season. Additional hunting activity occurs during more limited,

35 reservation-only hunts on the DWR lands of Sherman and Twitchell Islands and at Stone Lakes NWR
Bay Delta Conservation Plan Administrative Draft November 2011
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(Table 15-4). In addition to the Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area, DFG allows hunting at several other small
wildlife areas in the Delta where no special permits or reservations are required; no hunter use data

are available for these locations.

Table 15-4. Hunting Participation in the Delta at Select Public Hunting Locations
Location Number of Hunters Participating (2008-2009 Season)
Yolo Bypass Wildlife Area 6,077

Sherman and Twitchell Islands 142
Stone Lakes NWR 190
Sources: California Departmentof Fish and Game 2010a; U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service:2010

1996 survey of Delta boaters indicated that June, July, and August were tl
boating activity; the month with the least boating activity was December.“The 1996 survey of Delta

' ing, closely followed

tournament nearly every weekend throughout spring a
participation can be as high as several hundred |

mimerous; however, an annual 2-day

tended by more than 1,000 anglers in recent
that nearly half of tournament fishing occurs in the
( the remainder occurs in the eastern and central
Delta (California Department of Pagks a ecreation 1997). The City of Rio Vista, on the
Sacramento River, hosts a 3-day b : y with a carnival, parade, and other activities each
October. This event is among severalannual community-hosted events in the Delta that draw heavy
boat traffic to.these ¢ mmunities (Table 15-5).

western portion of the Delta and

Isleton Chinese New Year celebration

Asparagus Festival {Stockton)

" Opening day boat parades

(Bethellsland and numerous other locations throughout the Delta)
Fireworks shows (Antioch, Pittsburgh, Rio Vista, and other locations)
Wimpy's Annual Poker Run (Walnut Grove Area)

Courtland Pear Fair

August Walnut Grove Catfish Jubilee
Bethellsland 50’s Bash
September Delta Big Dog Poker Run

Delta Blues Festival
Antioch Riverfront Jamboree

October Rio Vista Bass Festival
Source: SacDelta.com 2009b.
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1 Numerous fireworks shows and other events are sponsored by Delta towns and marinas each
2 Fourth of July (SacDelta.com 2009b), and many hundreds of boats congregate at favored anchoring
3 locations during that holiday weekend (Contra Costa Water District 2004).

Recreation Participation Trends and Projections

4

5 The most recent analyses available predicted steady growth in Delta recreation participation over

6 the past decade (2000-2010), and continued, but slowing, growth in the next decade (2010-2020).
7 The Delta Boating Needs Assessment (Cahforma Department of Boatmg and Waterway 2003) used
8

2010 to 2020 to reach 8.1 million annual boating-related visitor-days b |
14 annual growth rate in the later period is the result of baby boomers{(pe

nd setween the ages of 40 and 75).

ng, and other outdoor recreation.

econometric model. The econometricmodel was based on a multisite facilities-augmented gravity
25 travel cost model developed to forecast recreation demand for California lakes and adapted for the
26 purpose of makm elta use projections (Table 15-6).

4, Projected Growth (Visitor-Days) Projected Participation (Visitor-Days)

Not applicable 6.4 million

Annual growth: 50,500 (0.79%) 7.4 million (2010)
Total growth: 1.0 million (15.8%)

Annual growth: 34,100 (0.46%) 8.1 million (2020)
Total growth: 0.7 million {9.2%)

ce: California Department of Boating and Waterways 2003

28

29 15.1.1.2 Description of Existing Conditions in the Upstream of the Delta
30 Region

31 Recreation conditions in the Upstream of the Delta region at SWP and CVP reservoirs and associated
32 waterways that supply water to the Delta are considered because the action alternatives may have
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1 operational effects on these upstream components of the SWP and CVP. The SWP and CVP
2 reservoirs (from north to south) include Trinity Lake (also referred to as Claire Engle Lake), Shasta
3 Lake, Whiskeytown Lake, Lake Oroville, Folsom Lake, New Melones Lake, San Luis Reservoir, and
4 Millerton Lake. The corresponding SWP and CVP waterways are the Trinity River downstream of
5 Lewiston Dam, the Sacramento River downstream of Keswick Dam, the Feather River downstream
6 of Lake Oroville, the American River downstream of Folsom Lake, the Stanislaus River downstream
7 of New Melones Lake, and the San Joaquin River downstream of Friant Dam.
8 Recreational Activities and Opportunities Upstream of the Delta
9 The major SWP and CVP water storage facilities provide substantial opportumt fo*’ ecreatio

10 activities throughout the year. The reservoirs provide onrwater boating and a

11 addition to shoreline angling, camping, and day uses. These facilities release

12

13

14

15

16

17 Folsom Lake, New Melones Lake, and Millerton La

18 primary storage reservoir for the SWP. San Luis |

19

20

21 e Trinity Unit of the Whiskeytown-Shasta-Trinity

22 ure Forest Service (USDA Forest Service). Water-

23 1 th rvoir include fishing, houseboating, swimming, and

24 waterskiing; land-based opportunities de wildlife viewing, hiking, picnicking, and camping. Of

25 the 145 miles of shoreline at the lake, developed facilities are concentrated primarily along the

26 shoreline of the Stuart Fork Arm. Recreation facilities include numerous campgrounds (tent, RV,

35 ity NRA. Water-based recreation is the main attraction, and boating is the predominant

36 recreation activity at the lake.

37 The lake is used year-round for a wide variety of boating and related activities, such as both

38 warmwater and coldwater fishing, and has gained a reputation as a premier houseboating

39 destination. Campers have a choice of more than a dozen public campgrounds and designated

40 shoreline camping areas and a similar number of private campgrounds and RV parks offered at

41 several resorts and marinas on or near the lake (USDA Forest Service 1996). Shasta Lake is bisected
Bay Delta Conservation Plan Administrative Draft November 2011
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1 by [-5, which provides easy access in 4 hours or less travel time for more than 5 million residents of
2 Southern Oregon and Northern California, including the major urban populations of Sacramento and
3 the San Francisco Bay Area. Single-day peak-season boating use levels as high as 1,400 boats have

4 been recorded in recent years (Graefe et al. 2005).

5 Whiskeytown Lake
6
7
8 shoreline and 3,200 surface acres for a variety of waterbased recreation opportuniti
9 swimming, scuba diving, kayakmg, canoemg, rowing, flshmg, sallmg, Waterskung, ;
10 P
11
12
13 camp51tes and trails for hiking, mountain biking, and horseback rldmg (
14 2010d).
15 Lake Oroville
16 Lake Oroville is near the City of Oroville, at the confl ence of the No
17 the Feather River, about 75 miles north of Sacramento C
18 The lake is the focus of Lake Oroville State Recreation A:
19 Department of Parks and Recreation 2008b). There are'tnajor recreation facilities at several
20 locations around the lake: two full-service ma jor and several smaller cartop boat
21 launch ramps, three family campgrounds and at-in camps, and ten floating campsites
22 on 2008b). Recreation facilities also are located at the
23 alito Forebay and Afterbay, both offstream regulating
24 , cilities at Lake Oroville State Recreation Area support
25 a wide variety of recreational opp rtunm 35, including powered and nonpowered boating,
26 warmwater and coldwater fishing 2 sped and primitive camping, picnicking, swimming,
27 horseback riding, hiking, and mountain biking. Visitor information sites offer cultural and
28 informational displays about the developed facilities and the natural environment (California
29 Departmen and Recreation 2008b).
30 Folsom Lake

25 miles east of Sacramento, at the confluence of the North and South forks of the
Vith 75 miles of shoreline and 10,000 surface acres of water (California

Parks and Recreation 2010a; California Department of Parks and Recreation 2010b),
cus of the Folsom Lake State Recreation Area. The State Recreation Area provides several
on facilities, primarily around the southern portion of the lake. It has two swimming areas,
oatlaunches, two small-boat launches, four picnic areas, and one marina at the lake, in
addition to two campgrounds (California Department of Parks and Recreation 2010c) and eighty

38 miles of trails adjacent to the lake (California Department of Parks and Recreation 2010b) in the

39 Folsom Lake State Recreation Area.

40 New Melones Laker

41 New Melones Lake, constructed in the late 1970s, provides 100 miles of shoreline and

42 12,500 surface acres of water (Reclamation 2010a). Two developed recreation areas at the reservoir
Bay Delta Conservation Plan Administrative Draft November 2011
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1 provide three boat launches, five campgrounds, two group camps, six day-use areas, and one marina
2 (Reclamation 2010b). Also located at the reservoir are several hiking and biking trails, as well as a

3 visitor center and museum that provide information on prehistoric and historic use of the Stanislaus
4 River area (Reclamation 2010a).

5 San Luis Reservoir
6 The 12,700-acre San Luis Reservoir is the largest offstream reservoir in the United States ™
7 (Reclamation and California Department of Parks and Recreation 2005) The reservoir
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15 areas provide huntmg and hiking opportunities, and an off-h
16 Forebay provides motorized recreation opportunities. A fe Utheastlies Los Banos
17 Reservoir, also part of San Luis Reservoir StateRecreation is known prlmarlly for its
18 fishing opportunities, although boating, swimming, and ¢
19 Los Banos Reservoir has a horse camp and hiking a
20 Department of Parks and Recreation 2005). "
21 Millerton Lake
22
23
24 ately 4 900 acres at full pool (California
25 i The State Recreation Area encompasses approximately
26 10,500 acres in total (California D t of Parks and Recreation 2006). Motor boating, sailing,

27 waterskiing, jet-skiing, swimming, and ﬁshmg are the primary water-based recreation activities.
S mclude plcmckmg, hlkmg, biking, horseback rldmg, seasonal huntmg, Campmg,

36 lanids, BLM, and USFS (Shasta-Trinity and Six Rivers National Forests) lands, as well as the Hoopa
37 Valley Indian Reservation (Wild and Scenic Rivers Council 2010]). SR 299, which follows the river
38 through the Trinity River Gorge west of Junction City, is a designated scenic byway and provides
39 access to the river’s recreation facilities (Trinity County 2010; BLM 2010a; USFS 2003). The Trinity
40 River is well known for its salmon and steelhead fishing and its whitewater boating opportunities,
41 with the river waters ranging in difficulty from Class I to Class V (USFS 2010). Several river access
42 points are provided along the river, as well as campgrounds and day-use areas (BLM 2010a; BLM
43 2010b; USFS 2010).
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1 Sacramento River Downstream of Keswick Dam
2 The Sacramento River corridor is an important recreation resource for the northern California
3 region and hosts a wide range of recreation uses, including walking/hiking, angling, camping,
4 hunting, horseback riding, picnicking, sports activities, boating (motorized and nonmotorized), and
5 wildlife watching. There are many federal, state, local, and commerecial facilities along the river
6 corridor that provide access to the river and riverbanks and support the recreational activities
7 mentioned above. Facilities along the river include boat launches, trail accesses, fishing acc
8 parks, wildlife areas, undeveloped open space areas, parks, marinas, and trails. Facilitiesare
9 primarily located from Keswick Dam south to the Bidwell-Sacramento River State Park, n
10 (about 115 river miles downstream from Shasta Dam). From Chico to the norther
11 statutory Delta at Sacramento (about 140 river miles downstream of Chico), r
12 are more widely spaced and fewer in number, although access to the river is
13
14
15
16
17
18
19 river near Oroville and the Oroville Wildlife Area an
20 Recreation facilities along this stretch of the Feath:
21 day-use facilities, camping facilities, and trails ]
22 County 2008; Yuba City 2010). Riverfro uMarysville also offers a golf driving range, OHV
23 course, bicycle motocross (BMX) track, softball fields, a nature area, and a pavilion (City
24 3
25
26 Most of the first 6 miles of the American River below Folsom Lake is occupied by Lake Natoma, a

27 downstream regulatingreservoir (California Department of Parks and Recreation 2010a) for Folsom
limbus Dam. Park lands surrounding Lake Natoma are included in the Folsom Lake
managed by DPR (California Department of Parks and Recreation 2010e).

and summer camp and youth programs. The center is a cooperative operation of California State

38 University, Sacramento, the California Department of Boating and Waterways (CDBW), and DPR.

39 The center is a regional boating instruction safety center and rents canoes and kayaks, other types of

40 nonmotorized watercraft, and bicycles (Sacramento State Aquatic Center 2010).

41 The 23-mile American River Parkway encompasses the entire stretch of the American River from

42 Nimbus Dam to the Sacramento River confluence (Sacramento County Regional Parks 2010a;

43 Sacramento County Regional Parks 2010b). The parkway is administered by the Sacramento County

44 Department of Parks and Recreation. More than 5 million people visit this recreation area each year,
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1 participating in activities such as fishing, boating, rafting, picnicking, walking, biking, swimming,
2 horseback riding, and wildlife viewing (Sacramento County Regional Parks 2010b; Sacramento
3 County Regional Parks 2010¢; Sacramento County Regional Parks 2010d). Several parks and access
4 points are located along the parkway (Sacramento County Regional Parks 2010a). The Jedediah
5 Smith Memorial Trail, a 32-mile paved trail that extends the length of the parkway and Lake
6 Natoma, links many of the parkway’s facilities and access points (Sacramento County Reglonal Parks
7 2010e).
8 Stanislaus River Downstream of New Melones Lake
9
10
11
12
13 to as the Lower Stanislaus River. Although access to the 4-mile stretch of
14 and Knights Ferry is limited, this segment is used by Whltewater bo
15 =
16 ] .
17 i era town. Class I-II rafting
18 Fern “"oaters taking out at the Orange
19
20
21
22
23
24 :
25 ils. Li i i , of Oakdale, with the exception of small USACE
26 access sites adjacent to the communiti of Riverbank and Myers and a municipal park in the
27 community of Ripon. A few miles upstt of the confluence with the San Joaquin River is Caswell
28 Memorial State Park, a 258-acre park that offers activities such as camping, picnicking, swimming,
29 fishing, tubing frem the campground to the day-use area, bird watching, and hiking (California
30 Department of Parksand Recreation 2010g).
31 nstream of Friant Dam
32 Recreat nal activities in and along the San Joaquin River downstream of Friant Dam at Millerton
33 Lak ng, boating, nature interpretation and education, trail use, camping, hunting,

ildlife viewing/nature observation. The San Joaquin River Parkway is a mosaic of

, trails, and ecological reserves located along the San Joaquin River between Friant Dam and SR
¢ managed by the San Joaquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust §JRC 2000; SJRC 2010;
aquin River Parkway and Conservation Trust 2010). Use of the parkway is heaviestin

er,and a user survey estimated that the parkway received more than 200,000 visits in 2000,

39 mostly from trail users (Houser and North 2001).

40 Most of the recreation on the river between Friant Dam and the Merced River occurs in the parkway

41 because this reach provides publicland and river access and several developed facilities.

42 Downstream of the parkway, recreation is possible in the river and adjacent to the river in some

43 areas; however, some reaches have been dewatered at most times, and only limited recreation

44 opportunities are available. The San Joaquin River Restoration Program calls for an intermittent
Bay Delta Conservation Plan Administrative Draft November 2011
EIR/EIS 15-26 ICF 00674.11

ED_000733_DD_NSF_00001826-00026



QR OB WN e

11
12
13

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

22

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30

31

California Department of Water Resources Recreation

release of water from Friant Dam that provides flows along the entire length of the San Joaquin
River. Future phases of the program call for permanent releases from Friant Dam. The Mendota
Pool, near the community of Mendota, contains water year-round and is accessible to the public via a
county park (City of Mendota 2010). Other use of the river or riverbed in these reaches is assumed
to be by adjacent private landowners and possibly other local residents and may include fishing,
hunting, and OHV use. The reach of the river just upstream of the confluence with the Merced River
crosses units of the San Luis NWR that offer hunting and fishing opportunities (U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service 2010b).

Two Stanislaus County parks provide the only developed recreation access to this segr

(Stanislaus County 2010b).

The West Hilmar Wildlife Area, on the western bank of the river a f

ad Stanisla ysyR'vér's
‘e than %000 acres of riparian

viewing platform has been constructed at a favored
(U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 2007c).

features of federally-designate ated recreation areas that provide a variety of public
and commercial recreation facilities. Several of these reservoirs are among the largest lakes in the
state as measured by surface area. THelarge areas available for water-based and water-related
recreation, and the associated large-scale recreation facilities, allow these areas to host large
numbers of visitors eacwlyiy‘i’;year. Each of these seven upstream reservoirs and the surrounding

re: from nearly 0.5million to more than 2 million visitors each year. Table 15-7

nry;uéiyattendance at these locations.

Approximate Annual Attendance
{Visitors/Visitor-Daysb)

2 million visitor-days
, 750,000 visitors
Oroville State Recreation Area 750,000 visitors

Folsom Lake State Recreation Area 2 million visitors

New Melones Lake 800,000 visitors

San Luis Reservoir State Recreation Area 475,000 visitors

Millerton Lake State Recreation Area 500,000 visitors
Bay Delta Conservation Plan Administrative Draft November 2011
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Approximate Annual Attendance
Location® {Visitors/Visitor-DaysP)
Sources: USDA Forest Service 1996; National Park Service 2009; California Department of Parks and
Recreation 2002; California Department of Parks and Recreation 2007b; California Department of
Parks and Recreation 2009g; California Department of Parks and Recreation 2010c; Bureau of
Reclamation 2007; Bureau of Reclamation and California Department of Parks and Recreatlon 2005.
Notes:
NRA = National Recreation Area

a No attendancedata were available for Trinity Lake or the Trinity Unit of the Whlskeyto
Trinity NRA.

b A visitor-day is equivalent to 12 hours of recreation activity. This activity may re res
recreating for 12 hours or more than one visitor recreating for shorter perlods
hours.

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8 Service Areas Region
9 In general, the Export Service Areas cov

between Napa and San Diego. In northe:
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1 Recreation Activities and Opportunities in the SWP and CVP Export Service Areas
Region
3 South-of-Delta Recreation Use and Activities
4 San Luis Reservoir
5 San Luis Reservoir and O’Neill Forebay are in the foothills of Merced County on the west st
6 San Joaquin Valley approximately 12 miles west of Los Banos. The reservoir and Foreba
7
8 :
9 and O'Neill Forebay offer activities such as boating, waterskiing, fishing, camp
10 trail use. San Luis Reservoir State Recreation Area is open year round. Bo
11 one boat ramp at the Basalt area at the southeastern portion of the resery
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23 , i cited i vironmental Water Account 2003). Castaic Lake
24 , sl scrappie, and catfish. Castaic Lagoon, south of Castaic Lake,
25 serves as a recreation area and a grountdwater recharge basin Overnight camping is available at the
26 lagoon, which features sandy beaches, grassy picnic areas, and a two-lane boat launching ramp.
27 Boating in Castaic ""‘oon is hmlted to non-power boats only; sailing, canoeing, and fishing are

In ’OOS, DWR initiated a drawdown of Lake Perris lowering the level of the lake 25 feet. The

36 drawdown was implemented because the findings of a foundation study completed in 2005

37 indicated a seismically-induced ground shaking could result in embankment deformations due to

38 the liquefaction potential of sediments under the dam resulting in overtopping of the dam. Several

39 measures, including construction of a causeway providing access to the marina facility and

40 importing 14,171 of sand to allow beach recreational uses, along the adjusted shoreline of the lake
Bay Delta Conservation Plan Administrative Draft November 2011
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1 have been implemented by DWR in an effort to maintain recreational activities at the lake (ESA
2 2010: S-2).
3 Attendance at Lake Perris decline 47% between 2004 and 2008 in part from the lake drawdown.
4 Paid camping site use has declined approximately 41% (ESA 2010: 3.12-10). The drawdown
5 reduced the surface area of the lake by about 40%. The management of the marina, boating
6 opportunities, and number of slips available have been affected by the drawdown (ESA 2‘10' 3.12-
7 11).
8 Pyramid Lake
9 Pyramid Lake is immediately east of the Los Angeles-Ventura County line in &
10 Angeles County and is part of the Angeles National Forest Recreation facilitie
11 include a boat ramp, swimming beach, picnic area, six boat-in recreation
12 Recreation activities here include boating, waterskiing, fishing, swimmi
13 hiking.
14 Silverwood Lake
15 ernardino County.
16 Recreation facilities consist of a boat ramp, a cart ) mming beaches, picnic areas, and
17 campgrounds. Boating, waterskiing, fishing, swim icking, bicycling, and hiking
18 are among the recreation activities at Silverwoo ’Lék

19 15.2 Regulatory Setting’

20 15.2.1 Federal Plans, Poli , and Regulations

21 15.2.1.1 New Melones L rea Final Resource Management Plan

22 The Bureau of Rgclama’%i’bn (Reclamation) recently released the New Melones Lake Area Final

ire that recreation facility management and opportunities are compatible
urces; and 2)to ensure that planning is based on public need and the ability of land

int of facility and access area, improving trails, and developing a long-term strategy for
ging hunting (Bureau of Reclamation 2010c). The Resource Management Plan also identifies

33 General Recreation

34 o Goals: Provide for diverse recreation within Reclamation’s authorities to afford a safe and

35 quality recreation experience consistent with natural and cultural resource management

36 objectives. Achieve fair value for recreation. Ensure that concessions are planned, developed

37 and managed to meet public needs, are compatible with the natural and cultural resources, and

38 provide a variety of services which are consistent with authorized project purposes.
Bay Delta Conservation Plan Administrative Draft November 2011
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Aquatic Recreation

o Goals: Provide a diverse range of water-based recreation opportunities suited to user needs
compatible with the existing character of the lake and surroundinglands. Protect cultural
resources, natural resources, and water quality while providing safe and enjoyable recreational
experiences.

Land-Based Recreation

= Goals: Provide a diverse range of land-based recreation opportunities suited to userneed
compatible with the existing character of the projectlands. Protect cultural and natur
resources while prov1dmg safe and en]oyable recreatlonal experiences. Prov1de pec1

Interpretive Services

= Goals: Enhance the public’s understanding of

i itoréf“including those with physical,
“about Reclamation, water resources,

The Stone Lakes NWR Comprehensive Conservation Plan (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 2007a)
provides managem tg”:idance for visitor use and natural resources (e.g., fish, wildlife, plants)

: 'd under cooperative agreements. Most of the remammglands are
d and.are not managed as part of the refuge, although some lands are publicly owned

36
37
38
39
40
41

42

e recruiting volunteers, constructing visitor facilities, developing an environmental education
program that includes two interpretation programs, providing boat-only fishing and day-use
parking, and continuing to expand the outreach program. Proposed facilities to be developed include
two photography blinds, restrooms, trails, several parking areas, and wildlife-viewing platforms, as
well as a boat-accessible haul-out site and boat launch. An objective of the cultural resource
protection goal also includes developing a minimum of two interpretive panels and exhibits.

The plan includes the following goal and objectives.

Bay Delta Conservation Plan Administrative Draft November 2011
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o Goal 3: Provide visitors with recreation, interpretation, and education opportunities that foster
an understanding of the refuge’s unique wildlife and plant communities in an urban setting.

Objective 3.B: Construct adequate facilities and develop programs so visitors can come to
the refuge seven days a week to observe, photograph and enjoy the refuge’s unique natural
habitats and wildlife during all seasons of the year with a target of 10,500 visit opportumtles
per year by 2009. 2

Objective 3.E: Within five years, the refuge will provide safe, boat-only fishing withd, y-use
parking facilities to accommodate approximately 20 boats on South Stone Lak :
approximately 10 boats on SP Cut from June through September. '

O 0N O Ul W N e

Goal 7: Whiskeytown will contribute to regional scenic, cultural, recreational, and ecosystem
37 values.

38 Public Enjoyment and Visitor Experience

39 o Goal 1: Visitors to Whiskeytown Lake enjoy a wide range of water-based and water-related

40 activities, including the opportunity to enjoy a predominantly natural setting.
Bay Delta Conservation Plan Administrative Draft November 2011
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o Goal 2: Visitors to the backcountry enjoy a variety of activities, including camping, driving for
pleasure, trail activities, and hunting using an integrated network of designated backcountry
roads and trails.

o Goal 3: Visitors enjoy facilities which are clean, safe, convenient, attractive, and accessible to all.
o Goal 4: Visitors are safe from crime and are aware of hazards.

o Goal 5: Visitors are provided with information on significant natural, cultural, and recréational
themes at Whiskeytown, such as watershed restoration, wildlife managementissues "
history, Wintu culture, and water development history. They have the opportunity
appreciation for the integrity and range of park values particularly in light of
surroundings.

Goal 6: Visitors have the opportunity to participate in educational pro

Stockton) and the Sacramento River DeepWat
Sacramento).

15.2.2 State Plans,

15.2.2.1 Delta Protection Act and Delta Protection Commission Land and
. Resource Management Plan

t of 1992 (Act) (California Public Resources Code Section 21080.22,
the DPC, a State entity to plan for and guide the conservation and
elta’s natural resources while sustaining agriculture and meeting increased

o Section 29702 indicates that the basic goals of the State for the Delta include the protection,
maintenance, and, where possible, the enhancement and restoration of the overall quality of the
Delta environment, including, but not limited to, agriculture, wildlife habitat, and recreational
activities.

Bay Delta Conservation Plan Administrative Draft November 2011
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1 o Section 29705 indicates that the Delta’s wildlife and wildlife habitats are valuable, unique, and
2 irreplaceable resources of critical statewide significance and should be preserved and protected
3 for the enjoyment of current and future generations.
4 o Section 29710 declares that agricultural, recreational, and other uses of the Delta can best be
5 protected by implementing projects that protect wildlife habitat before conflicts arise.
6 = Section 29712 acknowledges that the Delta’s waterways and marinas offer recreatione
7 opportunities of statewide and local significance, are a source of economic benefitto t
8 and that public safety requirements will heightenbecause of increased demand an
9
10 “comprehensive long-term resource management plan for land uses within t 1
11 Delta.” DPC completed the Land Use and Resource Management Plan for th
12 Delta in 1995. In February 2010, after 2 years of collaborative effort to reyi
13
14 access policies (Delta Protection Commission 2010).
15 o Policy P-1: Ensure appropriate planning, development,
16 maintenance, and supervision of existing public recreatig
17 o
18
19 C d private recreation and access facilities
20 neW facilities are prioritized, developed
21
22
23
24 o
25
26 as well as private property boundarles Also, encourage opportumtles for water, hiking, and
27 biking traﬂs 2

licy'P-7: Support improved access for bank fishing along state highways, county roads, and

35 other appropriate areas where safe and adequate parking, law enforcement, waste management
36 nd sanitation facilities, and emergency response can be provided and where proper rights-of-
37 “access have been acquired.
38 o Policy P-8: Ensure, for the sake of the environment and water quality, the provision of
39 appropriate restroom, pump-out and other sanitation and waste management facilities at new
40 and existing recreation sites, including marinas. Encourage the provision of amenities including,
41 but not limited to, picnic tables and boat-in destinations.
Bay Delta Conservation Plan Administrative Draft November 2011
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1 = Policy P-9: Encourage the development of funding and implementation strategies by
2 appropriate governing bodies for the surrender and/or removal of water-borne debris and
3 dilapidated, unseaworthy, and abandoned vessels from waterways to minimize navigational and
4 environmental hazards.
5 o Policy P-10: Promote and encourage Delta-wide communication, coordination, and
6 collaboration on boating and waterway-related programs including, but not limited to, marine
7 patrols, removal of debris and abandoned vessels, invasive species control, clean and sa
8 boating education and enforcement, maintenance of existing anchorage, moormg, and be
9 areas, and emergency response in the Delta.
10 o
11
12 o
13 safe boating and recreation, including removal of floating and sunket
14 vessels from Delta waterways in collaboration with appropriateag
15 o Policy P-13: Support the development of a strategic pla
16 enforcement agencies having jurisdiction in the Delta t
17 of available resourcesto ensure an adequate level’t
18 identify resources to implement the plan.
19 The Act also established a provision in the Publi
20 with lands in the Primary Zone to ensure that t plans are consistent with the plan:
21 ources management plan or any
22 ents shall submit to the commission proposed
23 be consistent with the resources management
24 imary zone” (Delta Protection Commission 1992).
25 15.2.2.2 California Department of Parks and Recreation Plans
26 Central Valley Vision:

27 The Central Valley Vision preject began in 2003, with the goals of understanding the recreation
] residents over the next 35 years and making recommendations for actions

ddmg new parks in the Central Valley. The plan outlines these potential projects in the
cqulrmg more land; developing facilities and improving access at Delta Meadows; developing

35 terpretation and education opportunities at the Locke Boarding House; expanding facilities at
36 Brdnnan Island State Recreation Area; and providing recreation at Twitchell, Sherman, and Lower
37 Sherman islands. The implementation plan also recommends creation of the California Delta
38 Heritage Corridor, which would link historic Delta towns, recreation sites, nature areas, and farm
39 stands (California Department of Parks and Recreation 2008c).
Bay Delta Conservation Plan Administrative Draft November 2011
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California Department of Water Resources Recreation

Folsom Lake State Recreation Area General Plan and Amendment

The first Folsom Lake State Recreation Area General Plan was approved in 1979. The plan was
amended in 1996 to include additional facility recommendations for the Negro Bar (Lake Natoma),
Willow Creek (Lake Natoma), and Beals Point (Folsom Lake) areas as part of the American River
Bridge Crossing Project at Lake Natoma (California Department of Parks and Recreation 1996b).
DPR is updating the general plan for the Folsom Lake State Recreation Area (California Department
of Parks and Recreation 2010f).

The original 1979 general plan identifies the objectives for both Lake Natoma and Fol
(included as appendices to California Department of Parks and Recreation 1996b
recreation-related objectives were identified for Lake Natoma.

o Objective 2: To reduce boat noise on the lake.

©  Objective 3: To upgrade the quality of existing recreation use area
problems in these areas.

o Objective 6: To reclaim a portion of lake sho
create islands, channels, and shallow warmwa

©  Objective 7: To tie bicycle, riding, and hiki
beyond.

o Objective 11: To interpret to the pub
landscape.

o Objective 12: To monito

. to periodically reassess the ability of the resources
to absorb this use; to adjust re

ationuse as necessary to adequately protect resource values.
The following recreation-related objectives were identified for Folsom Lake.

o Objective 1:10 en{!ﬁhasize recreation use of Folsom Lake.

- Objective 2:To continué to provide existing opportunities for diverse recreational uses of low

ve 5: To establish a boat carrying capacity for the lake (to maintain the high quality
ting experience on Folsom lake).

‘Objective 6: To increase opportunities for public access to the lake shore for informal use
(fishing, swimming, hiking, etc.).

o Objective 7: To encourage boating opportunities for non-boat users.

o Objective 8: To provide an opportunity for water-oriented recreation that is not feasible at
Auburn Reservoir.
© Objective 10: To increase overnight camping and accommodate increasing demand.
Bay Delta Conservation Plan Administrative Draft November 2011
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1 = Objective 11: To link Folsom Lake with Sacramento via the American River Parkway bicycle,
2 riding, and hiking trail system.
3 o Objective 15: To interpret to the public the significant natural and cultural resources of the
4 landscape.
5 = Objective 17: To monitor recreation use and to periodically reassess the ability of the resources
6 to absorb the use they are receiving; to adjust recreation use as necessary to adequat
7 resource values.
8 General Plan for Bran nan Island and Franks Tract State Recreation'Areas
9 Brannan Island State Recreation Area
10 The approved purpose of Brannan Island State Recreation Area is “to make
11 the people the opportunity to use and enjoy a portion of the Delta region
12 extensive inland waterways” (California Department of Parks and R,
13 )
14
15
16 Parks and Recreation 1988a)
17 The General Plan for Brannan [sland and Franks Tra kcreatlon Areas (California
18 Department of Parks and Recreation 1988a) deseribes the resource management pohc1es allowable
19 use levels, land use and facility recommendat i
20 State Recreation Areas. The policies for
21 and enhancing the natural reso sin ecreation Area, some of which relate to
22 recreation, including reducing an- rosion and enhancing viewsheds in the State
23 Recreation Area. Allowable use levels in the park vary from low to high, with higher use areas
24 throughout most of the central and southern (along Threemile Slough) portions of the park and low
25 to moderate use areas on the eastern;western (along Threemile Slough near the SR 160 bridge), and
26 northern portions of the park. The general plan also recommends several proposed uses, facilities,
27 and interpretive programs; many have been implemented since1988.
-
29
30
31

.. [mprove existing facilities, and add new ones to provide more recreational opportunities,
pecially for swimming, boating, boardsailing, camping, and trail activities.

34 rove access to and use of the surrounding water resources, particularly for swimmers,

35 ardsailors, picnickers, campers, boaters, and fishermen.

36 o Improve visitors’ enjoyment of the unit by providing better wind protection, more shade in

37 effective locations, a more attractive environmental setting, and more adequate facilities.

38 o Provide additional interpretive facilities to explain the cultural and natural history of the Delta
39 and its relevance to the State Water Project.

Bay Delta Conservation Plan Administrative Draft November 2011
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Franks Tract State Recreation Area

The approved purpose of Franks TractState Recreation Area is “to perpetuate as a recreation
resource the flooded island in the Sacramento-San jJoaquin Delta known as ‘Franks Tract’ and to
provide permanently the opportunity for water-related recreational activities...” In addition, “the
function of the